The No-Bite V: Cost Analysis of Preventing an Intubation

1. Intubated ICU Patient Length of Stay

NJR Medical extracted data from 4 studies shown below in Table 1. These studies examined the average

Ventilator Days for an ICU patient without significant complications.

Table 1. Length of Stay Data- No Complications

Control Group, no Unexpected
Extubations (days)

Source Study

Average Vent Days
5
7.3
6
11

Bouza, 20071
Krivopal, 2003:

DeLassence, 20023

Epstein, 20004

7.3

Average Number

2. Daily Cost of Hospitalization

Dastas and Candrillis determined the average daily cost of hospitalization as:

> $4000 per day, ventilated in the ICU

These costs represent daily costs on or after day 3 in the ICU; the first two days of an ICU stay (ventilated)

are more costly, as shown in Table 2.

Table 2: ICU with Ventilation Daily Cost Profile

Day 1 Day 2 Day 3

Day 4

Day 5

Day 6

$10,794 $4,796 $3,968

$3,968

$3,968

$3,968

Each additional day that a patient remains on mechanical ventilation costs the hospital approximately

$4000. Other sources suggest that the cost may be as high as $5000 per day.s

3. Total Cost of Intubated ICU Patient

Combining the data from Table 1 and Table 2, the total average cost of stay for an intubated patient without

complications is shown in Table 3.

Table 3: Average Cost per Stay without Complications

Setting Cost per day

Average Days

Total Cost

ICU, Intubated $4,000

7.3

$29,200
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